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2009 ESSA Conference Speaker Bio


Dr. Ben Weinberger
Canadian Animal Assistance Team
Chairman- Pet Disaster Services Committee
Dr. Ben Weinberger graduated from the Ontario Veterinary College in 1980. Upon graduation, he worked for one year in Aylmer, Ontario doing large animal practice. Following that Dr. Weinberger has been working as a small animal practitioner first in Toronto and now in Vancouver. Ben has volunteered both in New Orleans, with the Canadian Animal Assistance Team (CAAT), and Slidell, on behalf of Noah’s Wish in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Since then he has become an advocate for Pet Preparedness. As Chairman of the Pet Disaster Services Committee for CAAT, he has been working with the City of Vancouver for several years on their Pet Emergency Preparedness Plans.

He has also become an active volunteer of the Emergency Social Services team in North Vancouver following the evacuation from his home during the North Shore mudslides.

Ben is dedicated to ensuring that our 4-legged friends are not left behind in the event of a disaster. 

Session Topic Details – Emergency Planning for Pets
 

40% of the human deaths in New Orleans were directly attributable to 
people not leaving their homes for fear of abandoning their pets. This 
session will focus on Emergency Pet Preparedness, including the steps 
necessary to prepare prior, during and after a disaster. Discussion will 
focus both on pet owners and emergency planners and will also outline 
the steps the City of Vancouver has undertaken in Emergency Pet 
Preparedness.

With 56% of Canadian households having at least one dog or cat, this 
session will benefit animal response volunteers and emergency planners 
and enhance our ability to help our 4-legged friends in times of disaster.
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